ITINERARY

WEEKEND WHALE ADVENTURE
Birch Aquarium at Scripps

Features include:

* Comfortable private motor coach

* Three nights accommodations in comfortable hotels

* Most meals with one drink each. Meals are chosen according to the local specialty

* Snacks and drinking water

* Whale watching excursion

* Services of an experienced tour guide and naturalist

* Taxes and tips of included hotels and mdsfste: tips of drivers and guides are not included
Learning experiences, fun and games during driving times

Surroundedy a naturalaquariumtheruggedmagicallandscapef Baja California Peninsulas hometo vastdeserts
rich in vegetation,pristine beachesjaggedmountains,an array of shorebirds and isolatedvillages. Of special
attractionarethe gray whales.Eachyear, gray whalestravel thousand®f miles from the Arctic Oceanto the warm

watersof Baja Californialagoons,designatedaswildlife refugesto court, mate,give birth andcarefor their young.

Jointhe unique,unforgettableaxperienceo view thesegiantmammalsat armO#ength; somemay let themselvede

petted!

Whale behaviorsat the lagoonschangeasthe seasorunfolds. Beginningin mid-Januarywhalesarrive to give birth

to their youngoutsidethe viewing areas At this time, whalescanbe observedn the spectaculabehaviorof courting
andmating.In Februarythe lagoonsreachthe highestnumberof whales,up to 2,000at onetime! Spoutsarevisible

at all times, matingstill occursand motherswith newborncalvesbeginto enterthe observatiorareasln March, as

bulls andnewly-pregnantvhalesdepart,motherandbaby pairsdominatethe lagoons.Towardsthe endof the season,
calvesgain sizeandweight and mothersbecomelessprotective,offering a greateropportunityfor closeencounters.
Whales remain in the lagoons up to mid April.

Day 1. SanDiego - EnsenadaBeginthe trip after work. Crossthe busiestborderin the world andspenda relaxed
evening in Ensenada.

Hotel: Corona, Ensenada Meals: Snack

Day 2. Ensenada Guerrero Negro.The day is dedicatedo admirethe wondersof the desert. The mountainous
peninsulais coveredby innumerablespeciesof flora, many of which are endemic.Drive in ReservaValle de los
Cirios establishedo protectthe naturallife, especiallythe uniqueboo jum tree.Lunch stopis in a traditional Baja

traveler restaurantin El Rosario.Brief rest stops.At parallel 28, Baja California Sur beginswith the town of
Guerrero Negro.

Hotel: Desert Inn, Guerrero Negro Meals:B/L

Day 3. GuerreroNegro- Scammon{®jo de Liebre) Lagoon- Catavi—a.Begin the day visiting a naturalreservein
an enormoussaltmarshwherebirds migratefrom Russia,Canadaandotherlatitudes.Drive throughLa Exportadora
de Sal oneof the largestsalt plantsin the world andlearnaboutits activities. At ScammonQsagoon,boardsmall
pangasfor a memorableencountewith the whales.Returnto Catavi—a.Stopon theway for awalk in anarearich in
desertvegetationand spendthe night underenchantingdesertsky. Dinner at the hotel consistsof a variety of finger
food.

Hotel: Desert Inn, Catavi—a Meals:B/L/D

Day 4. Catavi—a- SanDiego.Locatedin the midstof the CentralDesert,a combinationof sun,sand,giganticgranite

boulders,and amusingcombinationsof boo jums, cardonsand elephanttrees make Catavi—aa superbOdesert

gardenQAn early morningwalk in this stunningsettingincludesa visit to a cavewith paintings.Lunchis in atypical

San Quintin Restaurant with fresh seafood or Mexican specialties. A brief stop is made in Ensenada.
Meals:B/L



DATES: Friday, February 13 to Monday, February 16, 2009.
Thursday, March 12 to Sunday, March 15, 2009.

PRICE: $ 535.00 Double Occupancy
$ 665.00 Single Occupancy (subject to availability)

Full payment is preferred.
Part of fee supports education at Birch Aquarium.
Traveler must be able to endure extended driving periods and board small fishing boats (OpangasO) with the
possibility of encountering rough seas. Walks are usually short and on relatively flat terrain, however often on
uneven ground. There are options for short but steep hikes. If traveler canOt join, he/she may spend time around"

flat area while the activity is in process.
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