ITINERARY

WHALE WATCHING EXPEDITION

Birch Aquarium at Scripps

Features Include:
Comfortable private motorcoach
Five nights accommodations
Most meals with one drink each. Meals are chosen according to the local specialty
Snacks and drinking water
All visits and excursions included in the itinerary
Three whale watching excursions in two different lagoons
Services of experienced guides and naturalist
Taxes and tips of included meals and hotdlste: tips of drivers and guides are not included
Fun learning experiences during driving time
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Surroundedby a naturalaquarium,the ruggedmagicallandscapeof Baja California Peninsulais hometo vast
desertsrich in vegetation pristine beachesjaggedmountains,an array of shorebirds and isolatedvillages. Of
specialattractionis the Gray Whale migration. Eachyear, gray whalestravel thousandf miles from the Arctic
Oceanto the warm watersof Baja Californialagoons,designatedswildlife refugesto court, mate,give birth and
carefor their young.Join the unique,unforgettableexperienceo view thesegiantmammalsat armOgength,some
of the OfriendliestO even let themselves be petted!

Whalebehaviorsat the lagoonschangeasthe seasorunfolds.Beginningin mid-Januarywhalesarrive to give birth

to their young outsidethe viewing areas.At this time, whalescan be observedin the spectaculabehaviorof

courtingand mating.In Februarythe lagoonsreachthe highestnumberof whales,up to 2,000at onetime! Spouts
arevisible at all times, matingstill occursandmotherswith newborncalvesbeginto enterthe observatiorareasin

March, asbulls and newly-pregnantvhalesdepart,motherandbaby pairs dominatethe lagoons.Towardsthe end
of the seasongalvesgain size and weight and mothersbecomelessprotective,offering a greateropportunityfor

close encounters. Whales remain in the lagoons up to mid April.

Day 1. SanDiego- Ensenada SanQuintin. Beginin the morningby driving Southto crossthe busiestborderin
theworld. The scenicroadto Ensenadaffers breathtakingvziews. Stopfor lunch anda brief city tour. Continueto
SanVicente to visit a small Community Museum.The hotel in SanQuintin fronts a wide-openbeachoffering
spectacular sunsets.

Hotel: Desert Inn, San Quintin. Meals:B /L

Day 2. SanQuintin - GuerreroNegra The dayis dedicatedo admirethe wondersof the desert. The mountainous
peninsulas coveredby innumerablespeciesof flora, manyof which areendemic A large part of the drive crosses
ReservaValle delos Cirios (boo jum tree Reservegstablishednainly to protectthe uniquetree.At Parallel28, the
state of Baja California Sur begins with the city of Guerrero Negro.

Hotel: Desert Inn, Guerrero Negro

Meals:B/L

Day 3. Guerrero Negro - ScammonQ®©jo de Liebre) Lagoon- Sanlgnacia Begin the day visiting a natural
reservein an enormoussalt marshwherebirds migratefrom Russia,Canadaandotherlatitudes.Drive throughLa
Exportadorade Sal oneof the largestsalt plantsin the world andlearnaboutits activities. Board pangas(small
boats)for a memorablesncountewith the gray whalesin ScammonQsagoonSanctuary. ContinueSouthto San
Ignacio,a charmingtown that developedaroundits imposing18" centurymission,still in usetoday,in the midst of
a lush, tranquil oasis.

Hotel: Desert Inn, San Ignacio Meals:B/L/D



Day 4 . Sanlgnacio - Lagunade Sanlgnacio - Sanlgnacio. Board specialvehiclesfor the two hour drive on a
gradedroadto reachthe secludedSanlignacio Lagoon.ExperienceTWO adventuresomedesamongwhales,one
beforeand the secondafter lunch. Migrating birds can be spottedalongthe shore.Backin Sanlgnacio, enjoy a
relaxed evening.

Hotel: Desert Inn, San Ignacio Meals:B/L

Day 5. Sanlgnacio- Catavi—a.The morningis freein Sanlgnacioto walk, visit the churchandmuseumandenjoy
the relaxedlife of the town aroundits tree-filled zocala Stopsare madealong the returndrive to Catavi—ato
admirethe large variety of densedesertvegetation.Locatedin the midst of the CentralDesert,a combinationof
sun, sand,gigantic granite boulders,and amusingcombinationsof boo jums, cardonsand elephanttreesmake
Catavi—aa superbOdesergardenOA naturewalk includesa visit to a small cavewith simplerock art. Dueto this
setting, nights in this area are memorable. Dinner at the hotel consists of a variety of finger food.

Hotel: Desert InnCatavi—a Meals:B/L/D

Day 6. Catavi—a- SanDiego. Thereturntrip stopsin atypical SanQuintin restauranfor lunchandin Ensenaddor
shopping.

Meals B/L
DATE: Wednesday February 25 to Monday March 02, 2009.

PRICE: $ 885.00 Double Occupancy
$1,095.00 Single Occupancy (subject to availability)

Full payment preferred
Part of fee supports education at Birch Aquarium.

Traveler must be able to endure extended driving periods, drives on dirt roads for up to 2 hours each way and
board small fishing boats (pangas) with the possibility of encountering rough seas. Walks are usually short and on
relatively flat terrain, however often on uneven ground. There are options for short but steep hikes. If traveler canC
join, he/she may spend time around the flat area while the activity is in process
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